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SYNOPSIS

Squeaky Minders actor Archie is the nicest, cuddliest koala in town. But he
wakes up after a filming accident, convinced he’s Hoodlum Pie-Claw, his
lemon-meringue-pie-throwing gangster character from the show. And there’s
nothing cuddly about Hoodlum, as the other animals at the Pawprint Productions
studios are about to discover …

Wheeeeeee!! Whoomp! SPLAT!!!

Meek and Squeak are hot on Hoodlum’s tail but can they stop the gangster koala’s
reign of terror before calamity strikes?
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EDUCATIONAL APPLICABILITY

Jenny Moore is a novelist and children’s author from Devon, writing for all ages 
from toddlers up to adults. Her numerous children’s books include Odelia and the
Varmint (also published by New Frontier Publishing) and Emba Oak and the 
Terrible Tomorrows which was shortlisted for the James Reckitt Hull Children’s Book 
Award 2024. She lives in an old house by the river, where she spends her days 
plotting, planning and paragraph-pruning … and drinking lots of tea! Jenny can be 
contacted on Instagram @jennymoorewrites

Berta is a Spanish illustrator living in her hometown, Zaragoza. She has a degree in
Fine Arts and a Master’s in Drawing and Videocreation from the University of
Granada. She also obtained a postgraduate degree in Children’s Illustration in
Barcelona. She has worked in various fields of visual arts, including animation for
music videos, archaeological drawing in Egypt, mural painting, and numerous
editorial projects, mainly for children and young audiences. She loves live music,
listening to the radio, travelling and reading, and is inspired by people around her,
art, tea and animals.

STOP! Gangster Koala! is the first book in a hilarious brand new series, Pawprint 
Productions, by award-winning author, Jenny Moore. Pawprint Productions 
studios are home to all sorts of exciting animal TV shows, but sometimes the 
stories behind the shows are even more exciting! Featuring a host of engaging, 
diverse animal characters and fun, quirky illustrations throughout, this book will 
appeal to animal lovers and fans of humorous fiction.

TEACHING NOTES

a brand new laugh-out-loud junior fiction 
series by award-winning author featuring 
crazy animals and wild adventures set in 
Pawprint Productions TV studios. 



FUN WORDSEARCH ACTIVITY

Can you find some of the characters in the STOP! Gangster Koala! wordsearch?



SOLUTION TO THE WORDSEARCH ACTIVITY



A-MAZE-ING GANGSTER KOALA!

Can you help Meek and Squeak find that Gangster Koala – Hoodlum Pie-Claw?



SOLUTION TO A-MAZE-ING GANGSTER KOALA!



DESIGN A COVER ACTIVITY

Why don’t you have a go at designing your own cover for the book? You could include elements from the book’s 
cover or use your own ideas.



Writing Activity 1

LITERACY

Write a front page newspaper report about the recent events happening at PAWPRINT PRODUCTIONS.

You might want to include:

• A headline – this should be short and grab the reader’s attention.
• An orientation – a short one or two sentence summary of what happened (think who, what, where, when, why).
• An article including the main events from the book.
• You could include some interviews or quotes from people who were there.
• Pictures with captions



Writing Activity 2

Design your own quiz show!

Things to think about:

• Decide on a name for the quiz
• Create your own themed quiz questions (This is a good way to find out interesting facts!) 
• Choose fabulous prizes
• You could even make up your own theme tune/jingle as a spin-off music activity 
• Try out a live version of the quiz show with classmates as contestants. 
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